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Finding specialized dictionaries and encyclopedias

Do you need background information on your topic? Maybe you need to 
understand the scope or perspective of an issue. A specialized 
encyclopedia or dictionary that addresses your topic may be beneficial.
The reference area of the Cabell Library on the first floor has these books 
in many disciplines. 

1. From the libraries’ homepage, go to advanced search in the yellow 
catalog box.

2. Change the location field to Cabell Reference. This limits results to 
first floor reference materials. The books do not circulate, but they 
will provide you with important background information as you 
research your topic. 
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3. Enter search term

4. View results

The first three results can be helpful to your research on recycling. 
Browsing nearby shelves you will see books on pollution and the 
environment that may also be helpful. 

Another option is to search for your topic and dictionary or encyclopedia. 

Example: “environment” and “dictionary or encyclopedia”

Click “11” to     
see results.


