Is it a Scholarly Journal?

Scholarly Journals

Trade Publications

Magazines

Written for Professors and students Workers in a specific industry | General public
Written by Scholars Professional writers and Professional writers
industry experts

Appearance Usually plain with few color Glossy with industry specific | Glossy with advertisements
illustrations; advertisements | advertisements
limited to books and journals;
may have tables, graphs,
formulas; photographs

Articles Have a list of references May have a brief list of Almost never have a list of
(citations), e.g., Works Cited, | sources, e.g., interviews, references or sources
Bibliography magazines
Written in technical and Written in technical language | Written in relatively simple
scholarly language specific to the industry language appropriate for the

intended audience
Report current and innovative | Report industry trends and Report current topics and
research and scholarship news events
Are usually 10 pages or more | Are usually less than 10 Are usually less than 10
in length pages in length pages in length
Reviewed by other scholars | Reviewed by professional Reviewed by professional
prior to publication editor employed by the editor employed by the
publication publication

Examples Journal of Adolescence Advertising Age Ebony

Journal of Popular Culture C D Computing News Elle
Newsweek

Ulrich's International Directory - database of information about most periodicals; excellent source to
consult when you want to verify a publication type, i.e., journal, trade publication, magazine

Databases A-Z | U | Ulrich's
Enter title of publication (exact or keyword). Click on title in results list. Look at the Document Type field;
the entry will be "academic/scholarly," "trade," or "magazine."

Libraries




